
Advanced CS: Data Structures and Algorithms Honors      
Tiveron 
Course Policies 
 
CONTACT INFO:    Math Office:   X201    Phone:  224-632-3234 

          Planning Periods:  1, 3, 7      Email:  dtiveron@dist113.org   
 
CLASSROOM MATERIALS:   

1)  Writing utensil (you can use a pencil or pen as long as your work is neat) 
 2)  Paper for in-class notes 
 3)  Flashdrive (depending on how you are going to save your work) 

4) Object-Oriented Data Structures using Java, 3rd edition  
  *You don’t need to bring your textbook everyday. I will let you know when you need it 
 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS: 

1)  Arrive promptly to class. Students need to be in their seats when the bell rings.  
2) You are expected to contribute to class discussions on a daily basis by providing your  
        personal thoughts and by listening attentively to other students while they are speaking.  
3)  Please respect your classmates, the class, and myself by paying attention, using considerate    
         language, and most importantly supporting your classmates as we learn new material.  
4)  Please make sure your cell phone and I-POD are turned off before you arrive to class.  

 
GENERAL TOPICS COVERED: 

Data Structures and Algorithms is a year long course that continues and extends the work that was started in 
AP Computer Science last year.  The course focuses on fundamental algorithms and dynamic data structures, 
including linear lists, stacks, queues, trees, directed graphs, and other linked structures: arrays, strings, 
heaps, and hash tables.  Topics includes elementary methods of complexity analysis applied to algorithms 
that manipulate dynamic and static data structures, as well as algorithms focused on sorting and searching 
methods. Emphasis is placed on the appropriate choice and use of standard data structures. This course offers 
the students a mixture of theoretical knowledge and practical experience. Alternative techniques for solving 
problems will be discussed and implemented. The study of data structures and algorithms is carried out 
within an object-oriented framework. When implementations are considered, the Java programming 
language is used. 

 
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM ME: 

My goal this year is to help each of you succeed in my math class and in future math classes. Over the course 
of the year you can expect me to work my hardest to make this class enjoyable, challenging, and rewarding. I 
will do my best to be fair, consistent, and upfront with all of you throughout the year. If you ever have any 
questions, comments, or concerns please address them with me immediately.   

 
PARTICIPATION: 

Consistent participation in class is an essential habit of success. Being an active participant in class is more 
than just taking notes; it means being willing to ask questions, to answer questions, and to support your 
classmates in their learning. Take risks and give your best effort. Every mistake you make, grows your brain 
cells.  Your brain grows more when you don’t understand a concept immediately, so don’t get frustrated, you 
just have the opportunity to grow more brain cells.  You may not know the answer YET… but you can get it if 
you are given time and a little extra help. Also remember to be respectful to yourself, your teacher, your 
peers, and the classroom.  

 
COMMUNICATION: 
 If you need to reach me outside of class you can email me and I will respond to you as quickly as  

possible. If your guardian needs to contact me I can be reached by phone or email. I will make every effort to 
respond within 24 hours during the school week or on Monday if it is over the weekend.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



EXTRA HELP: 
If you ever need help with any of the material let me know when you would like to meet and we will arrange a 
time to work together. Please make use of the slack discussion board. It is a real life support tool that I hope 
gets utilized on a regular basis. 

 
HONESTY AND ETHICAL BEHAVIOR: 

It is fine to work together on homework assignments. In fact, a great deal and be learned from collaboration 
in problem solving. However, never copy an assignment from anyone. Quiz and test work must be your own. 
Any student caught looking at someone else’s paper during a testing situation will be referred to the Deans 
and guardians will be notified of such incidents. Students should also try to prevent others from copying 
their work by exercising caution during testing situations.  

 
ATTENDANCE: 

We will observe the attendance guidelines as stated in the Student Handbook. Read these guidelines and 
familiarize yourself with them. If you are absent from class you are responsible for remaining caught up with 
the material. You should contact either a willing classmate or myself via e-mail to find out what you missed 
and what will be due for class the next day. If you know ahead of time that you will be absent (such as a field 
trip or a vacation), please let me know ahead of time so that I can help you stay caught up during your 
absence.  
 
Any assessment given on the day of an authorized absence must be completed within one day of returning to 
school. Exceptions may be granted when the student informs me immediately upon returning to school of an 
inability to complete the assessment due to legitimate circumstances. Students who are absent on 
assessment days due to pre-arranged absences should make every effort to complete the assessment prior to 
their absence. Otherwise, students will be expected to make up the assessment the next day. If a student is 
unauthorized on the day of an assessment the teacher will have a conference with the student to determine 
the appropriate course of action.  

 
HOW WILL EACH SEMESTER GRADE BE DETERMINED? 
 

Question Sets   5% 
Projects    40% 
Assessments  40%   
Final Exam/Project 15% 
 

QUESTION SETS 
You can expect almost daily reading assignments from the textbook, which are followed by a series of online 
questions to assess your level of understanding.  Your answers are automatically scored so that you will know 
immediately how well you have done.  You may retake any question set anytime to improve your score, but 
the questions are randomized so you will not be asked the same questions in the same order as before. 

 
PROJECTS 

You will have a multitude of projects to complete that will be listed in the online assignment guide.  Projects 
are generally due the following day, but can be turned in any time during the semester.  Simple projects will 
be assigned a point value from 0 to 5 based on the amount completed.  More extensive projects will be 
spread out over several days (or even weeks) and will be evaluated separately according to the complexity of 
the assignment.  The key to doing well in this class is to complete all of the assignments on 
time! 

 
ASSESSMENTS 

You can expect to have a chapter assessment as we complete each chapter in the textbook.  Assessment dates 
are scheduled in advance.  Assessments will contain a combination of true-false and multiple-choice 
questions. 

 
FINAL EXAM/PROJECT 

There will be a final exam at the end of 1st semester and a project at the end of 2nd semester.  The final exam 
is comprehensive, covering material that has been presented in class up to that point in time. In preparation 
for the final exam, you will have the opportunity to take a practice exam, that will be then reviewed in class. 
The 2nd semester project will be a culmination of everything you have learned this year and more! 


